Taming the West Presentation Project
1869-1899
Presentations

· Each team will be assigned a specific Geographic region within the westward part of the United States.
· Each team will be responsible for a 5 to 10 minute presentation.
· Your presentation needs visual and audio appeal.
· Being creative in your presentation style can make this project very fun
Content

· The team’s main presentation has to answer the following questions:
1. How did Western settlers adapt to their new environment?
2. How did the development of the west impact the East?
3. Why did people move West?
4. What made migration during this time (1869-1899) possible?
5. What did settlers do for a living?
6. In your view, who “really” tamed the West?
7. What were the economic connections between the western part of the United States and the eastern part of the United States?
· Your presentation must also include the following terms & concepts
· Homestead Act 

· Transcontinental Continental Railroad

· Extractive industries

· Killing of Buffalo

· Reservations

· Geography/Climate

· Problems associated with Western settlement

· Barbed Wire 

· Wind-well pump

· Steal Plow

· Prairie Families

· Problems associated with continued economic success (Railroads, Banks, Currency)

Expectations

· All students shall take notes during other teams’ presentations.

· Students shall also be prepared for a general unit assessment after presentations.

· Presentations shall go on as scheduled absences or not, absent students shall complete assignment as written report.

Keys to Success
· Use every minute of class wisely.  No time has been scheduled for off-topic behavior.  Wasting time in class will result in an increase in work that will need to be done at home or a deduction in grade due to an incomplete final project.

· Divide and conquer!  Use tools such as Google Documents, Skype, etc. to share work digitally with one another.  If a group-mate is off-task, be a leader and direct them to do something specific.

· Ask for Help!  If you are having a hard time finding information or understanding a topic, ask teacher on the 1st day or the 2nd day of research.  Do not wait till the last minute to notify the teacher on the day the project is due or the last day that you have struggled to find your needed information.  By then, it is too late.
· Be creative but do not lose sight of your objective
Scoring Guide

Research Days

_______/3
Day 1 – The students are organizing, brainstorming, AND get started working on their project

_______/3
Day 2 – The students are researching information for their project and putting it together

_______/3
Day 3 – The students are putting the finishing touches on their project and practicing their presentation

Presentation Day

_______/24
Terms and Concepts:  2 points for the adequate presentation of each of the 12 terms or concepts
1. Homestead Act 

2. Transcontinental Continental Railroad 

3. Extractive industries

4. Killing of Buffalo

5. Reservations

6. Geography/Climate

7. Problems associated with Western settlement

8. Barbed Wire 

9. Wind-well pump

10. Steal Plow

11. Prairie Families

12. Problems associated with continued economic success (Railroads, Banks, Currency)

_______/24
Primary Questions:  3 points for accurately and thoroughly answering the 7 primary questions in your presentation

1. How did settlers in your region adapt to their new environment?
2. Why did people move to your region?
3. What made migration to your region during this time (1869-1899) possible?
4. What did settlers in your region do for a living?
5. In your view, who “really” tamed the West?
6. What were the economic connections between your part of the United States and the eastern part of the United States?
_______/20
Regional Accuracy:
Each group is assigned to a specific region of the United States.  All of your answers should be tailored to the specific Climate, History, Economics, and Geography of your region. Scale

· 20 points:  
Regional factors are interwoven and very evident throughout the project

· 15 points:  
Regional factors are accurate and present within the project

· 10 points:  
Regional factors are inaccurately or marginally presented in the project

· 5 points:
The group shows an awareness of their assigned region, but fails to present it into their project.

· 0 points:
The group neglects to address their assigned regions
_______/68
Total Points

