9.3 Notes

The Cold War at Home

· Examine this timeline (TimeLine) about the Red Scare and McCarthyism and answer these two questions thoroughly – at least 1 paragraph or more.

1) Think about the events that led to McCarthy's accusations and the fears that Americans had about Communism. Was this panic justified? 

· Before you use your 21st century ideals and say "no," think about the events in the Soviet Union and China, and the accusations against Alger Hiss and the Rosenbergs. Imagine you heard a government official say (in 1953), "These actions are necessary to protect the United States. If some innocent people experience some discomfort in the process, we're sorry, but it is for the protection of all." Given the events of the time, evaluate this statement and state an opinion. A complete answer will review some of the most important events of the anticommunist movement, evaluate the actions of the House Un-American Activities Committee and Senator Joseph McCarthy, and state an opinion regarding what happened.
     
2) What was the price of the anticommunism activities that came to be known as McCarthyism? Thousands of people lost their jobs, were blacklisted, or were never hired. Thousands more decided to keep their opinions private, rather than express them and be accused of communism. We will never know how many books were not written, movies were not made, songs were not sung, and paintings were not painted as a result of McCarthyism. We will never know what great leaders decided not to run for office. Write a Brief Constructed Response expressing your opinion of the short-term and long-term effects of McCarthyism. 

     
3) Go to http://www.bighugelabs.com/deck.php and make a trading cards for …

a. Joseph McCarthy

b. Julius & Ethel Rosenburg

c. Harry S. Truman

d. Mao Zedong

e. Joseph Stalin

4) What was the Marshal Plan?

     
