5.3 Notes

Populism

1) Watch this video on Populism Video
2) What was the Populist Party?  What did they believe in?
3) List 3 Economic Pressures that caused farmers to form the Populist Party and the Grangers?
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

Stories are sometimes written as allegories—that is to represent real situations in symbolic terms.  Gulliver’s Travels is one such allegory.  According to Henry Littlefield, so is The Wonderful World of Oz.  Littlefield wrote an article claiming the story represented the political, economic, and social situation in the 1890s.  This story was written in 1900 by Frank Baum.  Baum lived in South Dakota for a number of years, lived in Chicago during the depression of 1893, and supported William Jennings Bryan in the presidential election of 1896.  Keep in mind what you have learned about this time period in United States History (especially about farmers, the Populist Party, and the election of 1896).  

Do an internet search and find the answers to the following question.  
According to the allegory, what do the following aspects of the story represent in United States History?

A. Land of Oz: _______________________________________________________ 
B. Wicked Witch of the East: ____________________________________________

C. Munchkin people: __________________________________________________

D. Emerald City:______________________________________________________

E. Wizard of Oz: _____________________________________________________

F. Dorothy:: _________________________________________________________

G. Yellow Brick Road: _________________________________________________

H. Silver shoes: _______________________________________________________

I. Scarecrow: ________________________________________________________

J. Tin Man: ____________________________________________________

K. Lion: _____________________________________________________________

L. Wicked Witch of the West: ___________________________________________

M. Flying Monkeys: ___________________________________________________

