4.1 Notes

The Rise of Labor Unions

1)  What is a Labor Union and what do they do?  List at least 4 things:

2)  What is Socialism and why do people consider it to be anti-American?

3)  What is the AFL-CIO and who is Samuel Gompers?
4)  What were the importance of the 3 events below?
· Railroad strike of 1877 

· Haymarket riot of 1886
· Pullman Strike of 1894

5)  Some people believe strongly that labor unions are a benefit to America, other people believe labor unions harm the country’s economy.  We see this play out today in something that is called “Right-to-Work” Legislation which unions oppose.  In the chart below list out the two sides of the argument.
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(Most Important Question)

6)  There seems to be a tug of war between the American value of Capitalism (Freedom) and the American value of Equity (sometimes portrayed as Socialism).  Do you think the movement of Labor Unions and the strikes listed above were Socialistic Anti-American Movements or do you think the Labor Strikes above were examples of Pro-American behavior.  Explain your answer.  Be ready to share out in class.

