Watergate Scandal

12.2 Notes
1) Nixon goes from winning the 1972 election by a landslide and being one of the most popular Presidents ever to be elected, to 1974 and being one of the most infamous Presidents in the History of the United States.  Make a timeline below that shows the sequence of events that led to Nixon’s plummeting fall from grace.

2) The framers of the Constitution purposely created a system of government in which the three branches would be in a state of tension when in disagreement. This tension has often been criticized for paralyzing the processes of government. However, it is generally agreed that these very tensions, together with the vigorous efforts of a free press, worked to reveal the full extent of the Watergate scandal. In order to illustrate this, match the unit of each branch of government with the event for which it was responsible.

	Branch of Government
	Event

	Legislative Branch
	

	· Senate Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities
	

	· House Judiciary Committee
	

	Executive Branch
	

	· President
	

	· Office of the Watergate Special Prosecutor
	

	Judicial Branch
	

	· U.S. Supreme Court
	

	· U.S. District Court of the District of Columbia
	


Place these in the appropriate places above

a. imposed heavy sentences on the Watergate burglars, hoping they would talk

b. claimed executive privilege

c. investigations here revealed existence of White House taping system

d. requested a trial subpoena for 64 White House tapes for evidence in the Watergate cover-up trial

e. adopted three articles of impeachment

f. ruled that executive privilege does not extend to criminal proceedings and that the President must turn over the tapes
3) Niccolo Machiavelli wrote a book titled “The Prince” in in the 1500s that was about the necessary evils a leader must commit to be a good ruler to his people.  Look up 2 quotes from Machiavelli and describe how his ideas parellel Nixon’s methods as Presidents.

a. Quote 1:

Explain:

b. Quote 2:

Explain:
